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attention to the recently declassified documents.
You have a vital role in assisting me, the Con-
gress, and the American public in understanding
their full significance.

These documents have been provided to the
Inspectors General of the United States Army
and the Central Intelligence Agency, both of
whom are conducting investigations relating to
Khamisiyah. There are two important questions
raised by these recently declassified documents
that must be resolved by these investigations:
(1) When did we have sufficient evidence to
conclude that chemical munitions were present
at Khamisiyah and that U.S. forces conducting
demolition activities may have been exposed to
chemical warfare agents; and (2) Once we had
that information, what actions were taken by
whom to investigate this alarming possibility and
were those actions sufficient.

Your oversight efforts should take full account
of the evidence disclosed by these ongoing in-
vestigations, as well as the information being
developed by the Office of the Special Assistant
for Gulf War Illnesses at the Department of
Defense. Your preliminary assessment relating
to the adequacy of the investigations concerning
these issues should be provided as soon as pos-
sible within the next 60 days, and no later than
April 30, 1997, the date specified in Executive
Order 13034 for your interim status report.

Thank you for your continuing efforts and
those of your fellow members and supporting
staff. Your Committee’s dedicated efforts are
truly indispensable to ensuring that no stone
is left unturned on behalf of Gulf War veterans.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Statement on Senate Action on the Balanced Budget Amendment
February 26, 1997

I have made clear my concerns about the
balanced budget amendment, and I am pleased
that Senator Torricelli has made the difficult
decision to oppose that measure.

Now it’s time to get down to the hard work
of balancing the budget. I look forward to work-

ing with both Republicans and Democrats in
Congress to enact a plan that balances the budg-
et in 5 years while protecting education and
other critical investments in America’s future.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Weapons of Mass
Destruction
February 26, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
The National Defense Authorization Act for

Fiscal Year 1997 (Public Law 104–201), title
XIV, section 1411 requires the President to
transmit a report to the Congress that assesses
the capabilities of the Federal Government to
prevent and respond to terrorist incidents involv-
ing weapons of mass destruction and to support

State and local prevention and response efforts.
In accordance with this provision, I transmit the
attached report on the subject issue.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
February 26, 1997.
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